
Delineo is a furniture design study meant 
to explore the co-authorship between the 
reading and the design of an object. In this 
instance, the frame (continuous ¼” steel 
rod) performs the reading of a sitting-
thing and therefore, suggests the action 
of sitting on the adjacent surface (single 
16 gauge steel plate, powder coated). The 
steel frame figure illustrates the typological 
elements of a chair: an armrest, a chair 
leg, etc. as opposed to elements within 
specific typologies of chairs: lounge chairs, 
rocking chairs, etc. This is to encourage 
the action of sitting itself as opposed to 
associations embedded in the semiotics of 
chair typologies. To implement Gombrich’s 
Ambiguities of the Third Dimension, a 
figural element may appear to be coplanar 
from one angle, while in reality the steel 
frame is positioned at various depths. The 
chair-image reveals itself as the subject 
identifies figural cues, indulges one’s 
curiosity, and orients oneself to construct 

the forced perspective’s intended image. 
When the subject approaches from either 
side, in profile, the frame implies a fully 
formed image of a chair. When the subject 
approaches directly from the front or back, 
the frame implies nothing. This suggests 
that with no implied action the object, in 
this moment, is not a chair. Delineo creates 
perpendicular perspectives of a fully 
delineated chair-image or nothing, with a 
gradient of figural cues in between. 

The irony here is that the actual surface 
that one sits on is not what delineates the 
object as a chair. In order to emphasize 
the disjunction between the frame that 
implies sitting and the cube that one sits 
on, there are proportional incongruencies 
about the frame. From a distance these 
incongruencies are not noticeable, as the 
frame is meant to invite one to sit. Once 
one is actually sitting, the incongruencies 
become noticeable as the frame is 

perceived as slightly too large for human 
proportions. This is to accentuate that the 
cube is for actually sitting and the frame is 
for reading the object- a means to sitting. 
Further, the materials are as abstracted 
as possible. To flatten the effect of the 
materiality, the steel plate cube hides the 
welded structure (above) and is powder-
coated white and the steel rod has a cast 
iron finish as opposed to stainless-steel 
finish. The cube is meant to be a neutral 
object that can only be decoded by the steel 
frame chair-image. This is most successful 
if there are no cues from the materiality 
that suggest an alternative reading or 
action to be projected on the chair. 
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